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As part of its investigation into London’s town 
centres, the Regeneration Committee visited 
Croydon town centre in December, to learn more 
about how the local council is working with the 
Mayor to improve the centre for all those who use it. 

Attendees were Navin Shah AM, Chair of the 
Regeneration Committee and Nicky Gavron AM, 
Londonwide Assembly Member. Matthew Sims, Chief 
Executive of Croydon BID, joined the Committee on 
the visit. 

Meeting with Hammerson/Westfield 

The Cmmittee met with Hammerson/Westfield at the 

Whitgift Centre, to hear about their plans to 

redevelop the centre into Croydon Westfield. The 

committee received a presentation about the plans 

and had a chance ask questions. Members asked the 

developers about their plans for car parking, space 

for community groups and the number of jobs going 

to local communities, amongst other things.  

Speaking to market traders on Surrey Street 

During a tour of the town centre, Committee 

Members stopped to speak to traders at Croydon’s 

busy Surrey Street market, which is one of Britain’s 

oldest markets and operates 7 days a week. 

Members listened to the concerns of some market 

traders, following a refurbishment scheme which saw 

the traders move location for 10 weeks. 

Visiting the Tomorrow Hub – co-working space 

Next, the Committee visited the Tomorrow Hub, a 

tech hub providing affordable workspace to small 

businesses and start-ups. The scheme was funded 

through the Mayor’s Regeneration Fund. Members 

took a tour of the hub and learned about the 

facilities on offer, including 320 desk spaces and in-

house business support.  

Meeting with the council, BID and Croydon Voluntary Action 

Finally, members met with Shifa Mustafa, Executive Director of Place at Croydon Council and 

Steve Phaure, Chief Executive of Croydon Voluntary Action. The Committee passed on 

comments from members of the public they had met on their tour, and talked about the how 

the Mayor’s draft new London Plan fitted with Croydon’s plans for regeneration. They 

discussed how the 2011 riots had acted as a catalyst for new regeneration projects, with a focus 

on involving communities and young people. 
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